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CHUKAS
Rabbis, Beloved Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and friends,
My Bar Mitzvah Sedra is Chukas. It opens with G-d giving the following command to
Moses and Aron. This red heifer was to be taken outside the camp, slaughtered and
burnt. Its ashes were then to be mixed with water and this mixture was then to be
used to purify ritually unclean persons. According to the Torsh, whenever a person
came in contact with the dead he became ritually impure and could not enter the
Temple in Jerusalem until he became ritually pure. In order to become ritually
pure he had to be sprinkled with this special mixture made up of the ashes of the
red cow and water. A piece of hyssop was daubed in this mixture and sprinkled on
him. We see from this that ritual uncleanliness has nothing at all to do with good

or bad.

In fact, by doing what the Torah considers one of the greatest Mitzvahs - burying
the dead - a person would become ritually unclean. What was the purpose of these
laws of ritual uncleanliness? What is the Torah trying to teach us by these laws,
especially since they have nothing to do with good or bad? What's more, the Torah
tells us a very strange thing. It tells us that everybody who had a hand in
preparing the red heifer or in combining its ashes with water became ritually
impure. In other words, the very substance which made others pure made those

who prepared it impure. Why was this?

I believe that the Torah is teaching us something very important with these laws

of ritual purity. It is teaching us the importance of life. Many religions stress
death. Judaism stresses life. All of us die but this fact can be overemphasized.
Because all of us die we can say that life is not worth anything. We could say
that we shouldn't try to improve things. After all, we're going to die. Also,

we would say that murder and disease really aren't so bad. The person would have
died anyway -- he just died a little earlier. We in Judaism reject these ideas

and the laws of ritual purity stress this rejection. We say that life is terribly

important. Because only in this life are we partners with G-d. As the Vilna
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Gaon said - one minute of this life is worth more than all the world to come because
only in this life are we partners with G-d. We have the power to create and improve

this world and we must do it.

Why, though, did those who had a hand in preparing the red heifer or in combining
its ashes with water become impure? Again, I believe the Torah is teaching us an
important lesson. It is teaching us that this mixture was not magic. It had no
special powers to purify people. It was only a symbol. It was chosen by G-d go
fulfill this function but it was mot a magic potion. Therefore, to stress this
fact, those who prepared it became impure. The substance, itself, did not purify.
It only served as part of a ceremony which enabled those who participated in it to

cleanse their minds of thoughts of death and concentrate on life.

I hope and pray that as I grow up I will always realize the importance of life

and will always try to make this world a better place in which to live and in so
doing will bring only credit to my parents, grandparents and religion. I would
also like to thank Rabbi Radinsky for preparing me for my Bar Mitzvah and Ken
Rosenberg for tutoring me in Hebrew. I would also like to thank my parents for
their love and devotion. May they only have naches from me. In closing I would
also like to thank all of my friends and relatives who have come to celebrate this

simcha with me. May we all be together at happy occasions. Amen.




